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Current Issue: Volume 25 Number 03 

Introduction 

David Ackerman 

The discussion in preparation for the Nazarene Global Theology Conference, to be held in the 
Philippines in 2028, continues to expand with a new collection of papers. The invitation to 
contribute foundational papers was issued in the summer of 2025. Several regions—especially 
Mesoamerica—responded enthusiastically, resulting in a growing body of contributions. This 
issue of Didache offers a glimpse into this developing global conversation on the theme of 
“mission.” 
 
In conversations with people around the world, I am continually reminded that “mission” is an 
expansive topic. Everything we do as believers ultimately flows from who we are in Christ and 
how we respond to that relationship. The triune God grants the Spirit, who cultivates within us 
God’s own vision for a lost world. Holiness of heart finds its fullest expression in love, and such 
love may be demonstrated in as many ways as there are human experiences. The papers in this 
issue reflect a wide diversity of topics and approaches. One of the primary goals of preparing for 
and participating in the conference is to listen to global voices that offer insight into what God is 
doing across diverse contexts and through varied stories. 
 
Theological dialogue has been integral to the church since its earliest days, as reflected in the 
narratives of the Book of Acts. One of the most significant discussions occurred in Jerusalem and 
is summarized in Acts 15. After completing a fruitful mission among the Gentiles during their 
first missionary journey through Asia Minor, Paul and Barnabas encountered tension with certain 
Jewish believers who insisted that Gentile converts must be circumcised—in effect, becoming 
Jews. The church faced a potential crisis regarding how to incorporate Gentile believers. This 
moment required the integration of theology and ecclesiology to remain faithful to the mission 
entrusted by Jesus in Acts 1:8. The dialogue among the leaders resulted in renewed vision and a 
shared recognition of God’s work. A key phrase appears in verse 28: “It seemed good to the 
Holy Spirit and to us.” This statement challenges us today to engage in two essential practices: 
first, to seek God’s guidance through spiritual attentiveness and openness to the work of the Holy 
Spirit in the global church; and second, to pursue careful research and thoughtful reflection, 
offering our minds in vital piety for the advancement of the mission of making disciples. 
 
The papers in this issue build upon those published in Volume 25, Number 02. Readers are 
encouraged to revisit those earlier contributions as well. Non-English papers are presented in 
their original languages (French, Spanish, and Portuguese), followed by English translations for 
the benefit of the broader international community (provided in indented format). 
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